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Abstract:

This research examines the conflict waged by Antigonus against the Nabataeans in the fourth century
BC, as a case study reflecting the tension between the Hellenistic powers and the emerging Arab
peoples. The research begins by highlighting the political and economic conditions that drove Antigonus
to target the Nabataeans, as the city of Petra, the wealth of the caravans, and the Dead Sea were focal
points of Hellenistic greed. It then discusses the details of the three military campaigns led by Antigonus,
all of which failed in the face of the Nabataeans' resilience, their tribal organization, and their ability to
exploit the desert terrain. In conclusion, the research highlights the historical results of this
confrontation, as it contributed to strengthening the Nabataeans' independence and consolidating their
regional position, while weakening Antigonus's expansionist ambitions. It also contributed to shaping a
political and economic identity for the Nabataeans that paved the way for the emergence of their later
prosperous state. This war reveals the interrelationship between economics, politics, and military affairs
in the ancient Near East, and highlights the role of the Nabataeans in confronting the major powers and
defending their independence.
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