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Abstract:

This study addresses the apparent contradictions in prophetic texts, demonstrating that true
contradictions between hadiths are impossible either logically or legally. What may appear as conflicting
is only an apparent contradiction, arising from variations in narration, multiple transmission chains,
differences in circumstances and contexts, ignorance of abrogating and abrogated texts, weak
understanding, or personal bias. The research also examines the methodology of scholars in resolving
these apparent contradictions, starting with reconciling texts, when possible, then resorting to
abrogation if conflict is confirmed, or preferential judgment based on the stronger chain or clearer
meaning, and finally suspension of judgment when no conclusive method is found. The study includes
extensive practical applications across acts of worship, transactions, manners, and beliefs, illustrating
how superficially conflicting texts are harmonized according to Sharia principles. Furthermore, the
research reviews the contributions of classical and modern scholars in the field of Mushkil al-Hadith,
including Al-Shafi ‘i, Ibn Qutaybah, Al-Tahawi, Ibn Hajar, Al-Suyuti, and contemporary scholars,
highlighting the lasting impact of these works on establishing a scientific approach to apparent
contradictions. The study concludes that the prophetic texts form a cohesive and harmonious system,
and apparent contradictions are resolved through rigorous scholarly methodology. These efforts
reinforce confidence in the texts and clarify their objectives, making the study of Mushkil al-Hadith
essential for a proper understanding of Sharia.

Keywords: apparent contradiction, prophetic hadiths, reconciliation method, abrogation, preferential
judgment, Mushkil al-Hadith, practical applications.
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