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Abstract

This research examines Russian foreign policy toward the Middle East. It aims to understand how
Russia formulates its foreign policy in light of international and regional changes, focusing on its
strategic motives and main tools. The research reviews the evolution of Russian policy across three
historical periods: The Tsarist era, the Soviet era, and the post-Soviet era. It also analyzes Russian
interests in the region, which include political and strategic interests such as geopolitical presence and
countering Western influence, economic interests such as arms trade and energy investment, and
security interests such as combating terrorism. The research demonstrates that Russia uses a variety
of tools to achieve its goals, combining hard power (military intervention in Syria and arms deals), soft
power (media and cultural relations), and multi-track diplomacy. The research concludes with an
analysis of the challenges facing Russia in the Middle East, such as competition with the United States
and China, regional tensions, and Russian economic crises. It emphasizes that Russia's continued role
in the region depends on its ability to confront these challenges.

Keywords: Russian foreign policy, Middle East, influence, Russian interests, Vladimir Putin.
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