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Abstract

This research presents an in-depth study of the geographical characteristics of residents in the informal
housing area of Al Abyar, Libya, revealing a complex picture of social, economic, and urban challenges.
From a social perspective, there is notable family stability, as the vast majority of residents are married,
comprising 92.9% of the population. The low percentages of widows and divorced individuals reflect
the strength of family ties within the community. On the educational front, the study shows significant
challenges, as the proportion of illiterate individuals and those who can only read and write is large and
equal, at 39.4% for each group. This highlights the urgent need to improve educational opportunities
and awareness. Economically, the research reveals a high reliance on the government sector, with
nearly half of the residents (47.8%) holding government jobs, while the unemployment rate is 35.2%.
This indicates a lack of job opportunities in the private sector. The financial situation of the residents is
also difficult, as 43.6% earn a monthly income of less than 500 Libyan dinars, underscoring a significant
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disparity in income distribution and the need for economic improvement. Urban and environmental
issues are also prominent, with the area suffering from a severe lack of basic infrastructure. For
example, 98.6% of homes rely on informal electricity sources, 100% of residents depend on private
sewage tanks, and 87.4% use private water tanks. This deficit poses a threat to public health and the
environment. The study confirms that most streets are narrow, with 92.9% measuring only 5 meters
wide, which can lead to traffic problems. The use of simple building materials, such as blocks with tin
roofs (64.7% of homes), and the small size of the houses (92.9% are less than 100 square meters)
reflect an absence of urban planning and the urgent need for interventions to improve living conditions
and provide better services for the residents.

Keywords: Informal Housing, Geographical Characteristics, Economic, Social, Urban.
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