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Abstract

This research explores the architectural planning of desert cities through the case study of Ghat, Libya,
focusing on walls and gates as architectural elements with multiple functions, including defense, urban
organization, and cultural symbolism. Ghat serves as a vivid example of cities that have emerged and
developed in harsh desert environments, making it a rich model for understanding urban adaptation to
climatic and geographical conditions. The significance of this study lies in highlighting architectural
components that are often overlooked in urban studies, despite their crucial role in shaping the urban
fabric and preserving the historical identity of the city. The research addresses the lack of analytical
studies systematically examining the walls and gates of Ghat, which hold substantial historical and
functional value,The study aims to analyze these elements in terms of design, materials, and functions
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within the broader context of desert city planning. The findings contribute to documenting local
architectural heritage, enhancing urban conservation concepts in historic cities, and supporting efforts
to include Ghat in the list of sustainable cultural heritage. Results indicate that the walls and gates of
Ghat constitute integrated architectural elements with defensive, organizational, and environmental
functions, reflecting the inhabitants' ability to adapt to the desert climate and directing urban planning
to serve security, movement, and communication. This underscores the heritage value of these
elements as part of the historical identity of the city. The methodology involves descriptive-analytical
approaches, complemented by field visits to the walls and gates of Ghat. This study provides a
specialized architectural and historical analysis of the often-neglected walls and gates of Ghat,
contributing to the documentation of this rare architectural heritage and enhancing the understanding
of urban planning in desert cities, while promoting efforts to protect cultural and architectural identity in
Libyan desert environments, especially amid various environmental changes.

Keywords: Architectural Planning, Desert Cities, Ghat City, Walls, Gates.
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