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Abstract

This study aims to measure the poverty line in rural areas of the Libyan economy
through a field study applied to the regions of Al-Wishka and Abu Qurayn. The
importance of this research lies in highlighting the reality of poverty in marginalized
rural communities and providing quantitative indicators that support the formulation of
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effective poverty reduction policies. The study relied on both descriptive-analytical and
guantitative approaches. Data were collected through a structured questionnaire
distributed to a random sample of 342 households out of a total population of 3,114
families. The study employed the Cost of Basic Needs (CBN) method, based on actual
household expenditure, to calculate the absolute and extreme poverty lines. Results
showed that the absolute poverty line was estimated at 4,012 LYD per month, while
the extreme poverty line was 768 LYD per month. Approximately 90.93% of the
surveyed households fell below the absolute poverty line, and 3.8% were below the
extreme poverty line. The poverty gap reached 69.9%, reflecting the depth and
severity of poverty in the targeted areas. Compared to previous studies, the poverty
indicators in this study were significantly higher, which is primarily attributed to severe
inflation, increased exchange rates, and rising global price indices. The study
concludes with recommendations to address inflation, improve income distribution,
and implement rural development programs to alleviate poverty in Libya’s rural regions
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