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Abstract

This study aims to analyze and compare the concept of civil society between Western and Arab thought,
focusing on its historical development in the Western context and the challenges of its application and
reality in the Arab environment. The study employs a descriptive and analytical approach to gather
scientific material from relevant literature. The research reveals a significant divergence between
Western intellectual visions, which advocate for the separation of civil society from the state and view
it as a sphere for freedom and individual and collective initiative, and the Arab reality, which often
experiences state dominance and a lack of independence for civil society organizations, despite their
increasing numbers and diverse activities. The study highlights that the challenges facing Arab civil
society include governmental and non-governmental restrictions, weak financial resources, the impact
of foreign funding, in addition to a lack of organizational expertise and the prevalence of traditional
loyalties in some instances. The study concludes that the weakness of civil society in Arab countries is
a direct result of the authoritarian state and the absence of sufficient freedoms.

Keywords: Civil society, Western thought, Arab thought, Civil society organizations, Political
participation, Democracy, Human rights, Globalization, Challenges, Independence.
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