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Abstract

This research paper explores the proper approach to addressing disputes over religious matters, which
have become increasingly common and complex in the present day. Such disagreements threaten the
unity of Muslims and may lead to either extremism and rigidity or undue leniency in handling them. The
study aims to identify the acceptable and unacceptable forms of disagreement, drawing upon the
Prophetic Sunnah, the Holy Qur’an, and the traditions of the righteous predecessors. Using an inductive
and analytical methodology, relevant sources were collected, examined thoroughly, and analyzed to
extract principles and guidelines for resolving doctrinal differences. Among the key findings of the study
is that disagreement in matters of belief does not necessarily imply innovation (bid'ah) or immorality
(fisq), and that fairness, justice, and good assumptions are among the most important ethical principles
expected when resolving conflicts with those who hold differing views. The study also recommends
incorporating these values into Islamic educational curricula and emphasizes that a culture of dialogue
should focus on facts rather than empty opinions or unfounded beliefs. This work seeks to bridge gaps
by presenting a clear and scholarly methodology that helps reduce conflicts among students of
knowledge and members of the Muslim community alike.

Keywords: Doctrinal disagreement, ethics of dialogue, Islamic creed, righteous predecessors, respect
for differing opinions.
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