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Abstract

There is no doubt that the history of trade union activity in Libya has passed through
several important political phases, from the country's independence in 1951 to the
present day. These phases have clearly shaped the nature of trade union activity and
determined the effectiveness of the union's role in political participation. The study,
through successive legislation and a historical account of union behavior, reveals the
absence of unions' role in political participation, with their role limited to the
professional sphere. The independence of trade union organizations has been
severely affected, both during the monarchy, which worked to weaken the role of trade
unions and prevent the emergence of a social movement opposed to the existing
regime, and through their integration into the structure of the political system under the
former Jamabhiriya regime. The current regime has also failed to raise awareness
among unions of their true role and change their operating mechanisms, despite the
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fact that the 2011 Constitutional Declaration guaranteed the freedom to form civil
society organizations and obligated the state to issue laws regulating this.

Keywords: the unions legislation, political participation, trade union work
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