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Abstract

This study aimed to provide an assessment of the Macedonian identity in accordance
with the ancient Greek understanding of ethnic identity, in terms of political system
and language. Since Herodotus is the first and, in fact, the only historian to provide a
somewhat systematic investigation of Macedonians as an ethnic group, a number of
his observations in "Histories" are important during our discussion of the Macedonian
identity. Additionally, some significant inferences about the Macedonians’ ethnic
identity can be drawn from late fourth-century BC Greek writers and subsequent
"historians of the Alexandrian age." Not only was the form of Macedonian political
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organization a primary determinant of Greek attitudes towards them, but also the
political context, as evident from the views expressed by Philip Il during Macedonian
dominance over Greece. One of the most contentious issues is how to define the
ethnic identity of the Macedonians after their name appears in many literary sources
and their ancestry is described by some historians as Greek, while others view them
as a separate ethnic group. The main focus of this study will be: Are the Macedonians
Greek or a separate ethnic group? From this perspective, we will examine how the
literary sources defined Macedonians and how the Macedonians defined themselves.
To what extent can we reasonably infer about the Macedonians’ self-perception of
ethnicity and their identity in the absence of their literary testimony.

Keywords: Macedonian ethnicity, political system, Greek concept of Macedonian
identity, language
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