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Abstract
AlJafara region is considered one of the most important agricultural regions in the
western region of Libya, and is famous for producing vegetables and horticultural
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products. The lack of cultivated areas in the study area is a serious problem that results
in a decrease in the amount of agricultural production, the spread of desertification, a
threat to local food security, an increase in unemployment, and a reluctance to work
in the agricultural, Which necessitates research into this problem, This paper explores
the causes of the shortage of cultivated areas in the study area and sheds light on
the most important problems leading to this through a questionnaire that included a
set of questions on the subject of the study and was distributed to farmers in the study
area. The results indicate a continuous shortage of areas Cultivated crops in the study
area for several reasons, the most important of which are the decrease in groundwater
levels by 90%, the lack of suitable water for irrigation by 89%, the increase in urban
sprawl on arable land by 87%, drought and desertification resulting from climate
change and lack of rain by 86%, In addition to the increase in the costs and prices of
agricultural production inputs by 83%, such as the prices of tractors, agricultural
machinery and equipment, their spare parts, and the costs of their maintenance and
repair, which has a significant impact on the cultivation of large areas and the
reclamation of new areas, the percentage of satisfaction with the return or profit from
the agricultural production process for farmers was 26%, and the reluctance of farmers
to work in the agricultural field or consider it a secondary, non-essential work by 86%,
in light of the absence of the role of agricultural guidance and the absence of urgent
agricultural economic policies to solve these problems, which results from this
shortage in cultivated areas, a decrease in the amount of agricultural and industrial
production, which leads to a reduction in the gross domestic product and the import of
these products to compensate for the deficit that threatens local food security.

Keywords: Cultivated Areas, Irrigation Water, Urban Expansion, Rising Prices,
Tractors and Agricultural Machinery.
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