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Abstract

This research aims to study the differences between Epicurus and Democritus
regarding the concept of nature and atoms in terms of their qualities, shapes, and
weights, in addition to the problem of causality and determinism. Despite the difference
between them, they agree together in accepting the idea of the antiquity and eternity
of the world. They have no room to say about the idea of creation or events in time.
This position leads to the belief of both Democritus and Epicurus that the world is not
made by the gods, but rather has existed from eternity without the gods interfering in
its creation and movement. In any case, it seems that the control of the moral tendency
over the natural interpretation according to Epicurus was a reason for his different
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position from Democritus in His view on the nature of the world and its mechanical
determinism, and on the theory of deviation over which historians disagreed, was it
developed by Epicurus or was it an addition made by some of his students? It is certain
that there is no trace of this theory in any of the fragments that have reached us from
Epicurus.

Those who are reluctant to attribute this theory to Epicurus, because they find it
contradictory to the rest of the aspects of his naturalism, or those who judge it to be
unnecessary have two objections to it. On the one hand, this theory shows that it
introduces a share of irrationality into a philosophy that seeks to know nature, and on
the other hand. You solve a problem knot in a mythical way by inserting into it what
events bring down on the stage in a mechanical vehicle, so that the philosophy of
Epicurus, insofar as it is a natural doctrine that asks us to live in harmony with nature,
makes nature a standard, or even a wisdom, and for this reason it receives in the
Epicurean doctrine something of a revelation. Teleological principles.

Keywords: Hellenistic era, Epicurean school, Epicurus, Democritus.
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