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Abstract:

This study aims to trace the historical and intellectual transformations of the concept of sovereignty in
Western political thought, from its modern formulation by Thomas Hobbes to the critique advanced by
Michel Foucault. The research adopts a historical-analytical and comparative approach to examine the
evolution of sovereignty through the contributions of major political thinkers, including Jean Bodin, John
Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Hans Kelsen, and Carl Schmitt. The study finds that sovereignty has
never been a fixed concept; rather, it has undergone significant transformations from the sovereignty
of the absolute ruler to popular sovereignty and later to modern legal and institutional interpretations.
Furthermore, the study demonstrates that Foucault did not abolish the concept of sovereignty but
repositioned it within a broader framework of power relations, discipline, biopolitics, and
governmentality. The findings reveal that understanding power in contemporary societies requires
moving beyond the traditional legal model of sovereignty toward an analysis of the mechanisms,
institutions, and techniques through which obedience and social order are produced. The study
concludes that sovereignty remains a central concept in contemporary political thought, although its
interpretation has become increasingly connected to new forms of power extending beyond the
conventional boundaries of the state and law.

Keywords: Sovereignty, Power, Modern State, Hobbes, Foucault, Biopolitics, Governmentality,
Contemporary Political Thought.
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1 F. H. Hinsley, Sovereignty, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986); Quentin Skinner, The
Foundations of Modern Political Thought, vol. 2, The Age of Reformation (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1978).

2 Michel Foucault, « Il faut défendre la société »: Cours au College de France (1975-1976) (Paris:
Gallimard/Seuil, 1997), lecture of 14 January 1976; Michel Foucault, Histoire de la sexualité, vol. 1, La volonté
de savoir (Paris: Gallimard, 1976), pt. IV, ch. 2.

3 Quentin Skinner, “Meaning and Understanding in the History of Ideas,” History and Theory 8, no. 1 (1969): 3—
53.
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4 On the general plan of the transition from the modern model to contemporary critique, see Daniel Philpott,
Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2001).

5 On the current political relevance of the concept, see Jens Bartelson, 4 Genealogy of Sovereignty (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1995), Introduction.

6 Joseph R. Strayer, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
1970); see also Walter Ullmann, 4 History of Political Thought: The Middle Ages (Harmondsworth: Penguin,
1965).

7 Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought, vol. 2.

8 Jean Bodin, Les six livres de la République (Paris: Jacques du Puys, 1576), bk. I, ch. 8 (“De la souveraineté”).
9 Bodin, Les six livres de la République, bk. 1, chs. 8 and 10 (“Des vrayes marques de souveraineté”); see also
Julian H. Franklin, Jean Bodin and the Rise of Absolutist Theory (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973).
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10 Andreas Osiander, “Sovereignty, International Relations, and the Westphalian Myth,” International
Organization 55, no. 2 (2001): 251-87; see also Stephen D. Krasner, Sovereignty: Organized Hypocrisy
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999), ch. 1.

11 Ernst H. Kantorowicz, The King’s Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1957); see also Strayer, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State.

12 Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought, vol. 2; see also Julian H. Franklin, ed. and trans.,
Constitutionalism and Resistance in the Sixteenth Century: Three Treatises by Hotman, Beza, and Mornay (New
York: Pegasus, 1969).

13 Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (London: Andrew Crooke, 1651); see also Hobbes, The Elements of Law, Natural
and Politic (1640) and De Cive (Paris, 1642); on the context of composition, see Richard Tuck, Hobbes: A Very
Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002; first published 1989 as Hobbes).

14 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, ch. 13 (“Of the Natural Condition of Mankind”).

15 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. I, chs. 14—15; the phrase referred to is in pt. I, ch. 17.

16 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. I, ch. 16 (“Of Persons, Authors, and Things Personated”), and pt. II, chs. 17-18.

17 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 17 (the passage on the “mortal god”); see also Quentin Skinner, Visions of
Politics, vol. 3, Hobbes and Civil Science (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).
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18 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 18 (“Of the Rights of Sovereigns by Institution”) and ch. 29 (“Of Those Things
That Weaken, or Tend to the Dissolution of a Commonwealth”).

19 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 21 (“Of the Liberty of Subjects”); see also Noel Malcolm, Aspects of Hobbes
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2002).

20 Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction; see also Leo Strauss, The Political Philosophy of Hobbes: Its Basis and Its
Genesis (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1952; first published Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936).

21 Quentin Skinner, Reason and Rhetoric in the Philosophy of Hobbes (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1996); C. B. Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1962).

22 Foucault, « Il faut défendre la société », lectures of 14 and 21 January 1976, where he argues for the need to
analyse power outside the model of the Leviathan.

23 John Locke, Two Treatises of Government (London: Awnsham Churchill, 1689 [dated 1690]), Second Treatise,
ch. 1; see also Peter Laslett, introduction to Two Treatises of Government, by John Locke (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1988).

24 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 2 (“Of the State of Nature”), ch. 7 (“Of Political or Civil Society”), and ch. 9.
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25 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 11 (“Of the Extent of the Legislative Power”) and ch. 12 (“Of the Legislative,

Executive, and Federative Power of the Commonwealth”).

26 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 13, §149, and ch. 19 (“Of the Dissolution of Government”).

27 Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Du contrat social (Amsterdam: Marc-Michel Rey, 1762), bk. I, ch. 6 (“Du pacte

social”).

28 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 11, chs. 1-2; bk. III, chs. 1 and 15.

Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyes, Qu est-ce que le Tiers-Etat? (Paris, 3 33w ¢(1789 ¢l (b sells Slai¥ (G sis e ) 29
1789), ch. 5.

30 Jeremy Waldron, God, Locke, and Equality: Christian Foundations in Locke’s Political Thought (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2002); Locke, Second Treatise, chs. 7 and 9.

31 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 1, ch. 7; Benjamin Constant, “De la liberté des anciens comparée a celle des

modernes” (lecture, Athénée royal, Paris, 1819); Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty” (1958), in Four Essays

on Liberty (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1969).

32 Foucault, « Il faut défendre la société », lecture of 14 January 1976; Michel Foucault, Surveiller et punir:

Naissance de la prison (Paris: Gallimard, 1975), pt. III, ch. 3.
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33 John Austin, The Province of Jurisprudence Determined (London: John Murray, 1832), lect. VL.

34 H. L. A. Hart, The Concept of Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1961), ch. 4 (“Sovereign and Subject”) and ch.
6.

35 Hans Kelsen, Das Problem der Souverdnitdt und die Theorie des Vélkerrechts (Tibingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1920);
see also Hans Kelsen, Reine Rechtslehre, 2nd ed. (Vienna: Franz Deuticke, 1960).

36 Carl Schmitt, Politische Theologie: Vier Kapitel zur Lehre von der Souverdnitdt (Munich and Leipzig: Duncker
& Humblot, 1922), ch. 1; on Schmitt’s reading of Hobbes, see Carl Schmitt, Der Leviathan in der Staatslehre des
Thomas Hobbes (Hamburg: Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1938).

37 Max Weber, Politik als Beruf (Munich and Leipzig: Duncker & Humblot, 1919); see also Max Weber,
Economy and Society, ed. Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978), vol.
1, ch. 3.

38 Carl Schmitt, Der Begriff des Politischen (Munich and Leipzig: Duncker & Humblot, 1932; first published
1927); Carl Schmitt, Die geistesgeschichtliche Lage des heutigen Parlamentarismus (Munich and Leipzig:
Duncker & Humblot, 1923).

39 Foucault, La volonté de savoir, pt. IV, ch. 2, and pt. V.
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40 Foucault, La volonté de savoir, pt. IV, ch. 2 (“Méthode”); see also Michel Foucault, “Truth and Power” (1977),
in Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings, 1972—1977, ed. Colin Gordon (New York:
Pantheon, 1980).

41 Foucault, Surveiller et punir, pt. 1, ch. 1 (“Le corps des condamnés”) and ch. 2.

42 Foucault, Surveiller et punir, pt. 111, ch. 1 (“Les corps dociles”) and ch. 3 (“Le panoptisme”™); see also Jeremy
Bentham, Panopticon; or, The Inspection-House (Dublin; London: T. Payne, 1791).

43 Foucault, La volonté de savoir, pt. V (“Droit de mort et pouvoir sur la vie”); Foucault, « I/ faut défendre la
societe », lecture of 17 March 1976.

44 Foucault, La volonté de savoir, pt. V; Foucault, « Il faut défendre la société », lecture of 17 March 1976.

45 Michel Foucault, Sécurité, territoire, population: Cours au Colléege de France (1977-1978) (Paris:
Gallimard/Seuil, 2004), lectures of 11 January, 1 February, and 8 February 1978; Michel Foucault, Naissance de
la biopolitique: Cours au College de France (1978—1979) (Paris: Gallimard/Seuil, 2004).

46 Foucault, Sécurité, territoire, population, lecture of 11 January 1978; Foucault, La volonté de savoir, pt. 1V,
ch. 2; Michel Foucault, “The Subject and Power,” Critical Inquiry 8, no. 4 (1982): 777-95.

47 Foucault, « Il faut défendre la société », lecture of 17 March 1976.
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